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Signed as a true record: .........................................................(Chair)  Date: ..........................  

The monthly meeting of the Danby Group Parish Council took place on Wednesday 14 February 2018 at Castleton 
Village Hall. 
 
Present :  Councillors:   P Cafffry (Chair), J Day, R Findlay, R Rudsdale, I Dodsworth,  and  J. Preston (Clerk). 
 
Prior to the formal commencement of the meeting, Mr Colin Huby, SBC, spoke to members regarding a Housing 
Needs Survey for the group of parishes.  The last time a survey had been conducted had been in 2006, 
subsequent to which 2 new housing developments were initiated.  A new survey would entail delivering (by hand 
where possible) a questionnaire to every household in the group of parishes (around 700 addresses) 
accompanied by a covering letter from the Parish Council.  Where individuals / families felt they had a specific 
housing need they could respond by way of hard copy or ‘on line’ to SBC.  Mr Huby would thereafter collate the 
responses and produce a report for the Parish Council.  If a housing need was identified the report could be used 
to influence the development of new housing in the area.  The survey would be entirely be funded by SBC with 
the only commitment from the Council being involvement in delivering the survey in the first instance.  If the 
Parish Council agrees to a survey being carried out, Mr Huby would need a response prior to the end of March.  
To be an agenda item for the March meeting of the Parish Council.   
 

1. Declarations of Interest    None declared. 
 
2. Apologies for absence   Cllr’s Banner, Stonehouse, Margetts, Watson and C/Cllr Pearson. 
         
3. Minutes – The Minutes of the meeting held 10th January 2018 were accepted by resolution as a true 

record and signed by the Chair. 
 
4. Matters Arising 

The Clerk presented an update regarding the issues he had been required to deal with.   
1. Westerdaleside, road subsidence – reported but no update. 
2. Easton Lane, road subsidence – reported and an undertaking received to make necessary repairs. 
3. Strait Lane, damage to stone bridge – work underway to repair the damage. 
4. Strait Lane, blocked gullies reported and an undertaking received to do the necessary work. 
5. Cllr’s Margetts and Watson had produced a Facebook page for the Parish Council which was now 

publicly available. 
6. Danby Toilets – update from Mr Paul Thompson SBC.  It is still the intention of SBC to close the 

Danby Toilets although Mr Thompson could not give a date as the issue is currently in the hands 
of the Borough Council’s legal department.  The legal department need to formally serve notice 
on the DGPC ref termination of the current toilet cleaning agreement and also draw up a new 
agreement ref cleaning of Castleton toilet block. 

7. Cllr Findlay advised members that he had spoken with Mr Taylor regarding toilet cleaning 
following discussions last month about the cost of cleaning 3 blocks rather than 4.  The possibility 
of putting the cleaning contract out to tender had been broached. 
Cllr Day expressed a view that he felt closure of Danby toilets could present an opportunity to 
bring caretaking and toilet cleaning under one contract.  To be an agenda item for March.     

 
5. External reports     None presented. 

The Police Report had been circulated separately in advance of the meeting and published on the 
website. 
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6. Planning 

Planning application NYM/2018/0045/FL regarding the construction of a local occupancy bungalow with 
associated parking and landscaping works on land adjacent 6 Wellington Close, Danby.  Resolved – No 
objection.  

 
7. Accounts  

The monthly breakdown of accounts was presented – accepted by resolution. 
 

8. Correspondence 
Correspondence received by the Clerk from NYMNPA ref the creation of a new area of broadleaved 
woodland near Oakley Walls / Houlsyke.  – Noted / no action or further comment required.   
 

9. Items reported by Parish Councillors 
Highways and other issues raised / to be reported 

I. Oldman’s Park, problem with moles.  Cllr Findlay will speak to Mr Taylor. 
II. Road bridge over the railway near Stang End farm.  The fencing / walling on the approach to both 

sides of the bridge is in a very poor state of repair and considered potentially dangerous to road 
users.  Area 3 Highways have previously advised that this issue is the responsibility of Network 
rail. 

III. Lead Lane, Westerdale – Highways have recently removed a road sign which was positioned in 
drainage ditch / through a drain pipe.  A question has been asked as to whether it is intended to 
replace the broken pipework or leave an open ditch.  If an open ditch is to be left it is felt this 
should be extended to prevent water run off into the junction. 

IV. Castleton Toilets – the roof / ceiling is reportedly leaking 
 
 
 
Meeting Closed 8:05pm 
 
 

Next meeting 7pm, Wednesday 14th March 2018 
 
 
 

 


